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Collect for Sunday, between 6-12 November:

Blessed Lord,
you have caused all holy Scriptures 
to be written for our learning:
grant that we may so hear them,
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them,
that, by patience and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which you have give us in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.



The Revised Common Lectionary and the Gospels:

• The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke)
ØYear A (Matthew)
ØYear B (Mark)
ØYear C (Luke)

• Portions of the Fourth Gospel (John) are read 
throughout Eastertide, as well as during Advent, 
Christmas and Lent (where appropriate)

• In Year A, about 40 Sundays feature a reading from 
Matthew (and about 20 Sundays that feature a reading 
from Isaiah…)



Gospel of Matthew:
Some Introductory Questions

üWho wrote the Gospel according to Matthew?
üWhen was Matthew written?
üWho were the first readers of Matthew’s 

Gospel?
üWhat were the sources for Matthew’s Gospel?
üWhat distinguishes Matthew as a Gospel? 

What are (some of) its main themes and 
interests?



• Matthew’s Gospel (like the other canonical Gospels and Acts) 
is an anonymously written text

• Early Christian authors began assigning the name ‘Matthew’ 
to the Gospel (2nd c. CE)

• E.g., Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia (60-163 CE) (cited 
by Eusebius in late 3rd/early 4th c.): ‘Therefore Matthew put 
the logia in an ordered arrangement in the Hebrew language, 
but each person interpreted them as best he could…’

• Our oldest, most complete Greek copies of Matthew 
(Sinaiticus [4th c.] and Vaticanus [5th c.]) include the heading 
‘KATA MAQQAION’ (‘according to Matthew’)

Authorship of Matthew’s Gospel: 
Early Christian Traditions



• Writing after Mark’s Gospel was written (ca. 70 CE)
• Likely a Jewish follower of Jesus (a ‘Jewish-Christian’)

Ø At least 60 explicit quotations from the OT (usually 
from the LXX, and a few with reference to the 
Hebrew Bible), which is at least twice as many as any 
other Gospel

Ø Cf. the 10 OT ‘formula’ quotations in Matthew, which 
are concentrated in material unique to Matthew (see 
below)

Ø Sees Jesus of Nazareth as the Jewish ‘Messiah’ 
(christos = 16x [7x Mark])

What can we determine about the author 
from the Gospel itself?



• Does the Gospel hold the clue? The Call of 
Matthew: ‘a man called Matthew’ (Matt 9:9) vs. 
‘Levi son of Alphaeus’ (Mark 2:14) (Levi 
presumably becomes ‘Matthew’ in Mark 6:6-13)

• ‘Levi’ = Matthew’s Jewish tribal origins?
• Matthew as a tax-collector: Literate ‘recorder’ of 

events, taker of ‘minutes’? (cf. 13:52: ‘Every scribe 
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is 
like the master of a household who brings out his 
treasure what is new and what is old.’ [M])

Does Matthew the disciple fit this profile?



• A date later than Mark (post-70 CE)
• Matthew’s literary dependence on Mark
• Donald Hagner: a ‘middle-way’ between 

Matthew the Disciple and ‘not Matthew’?
• Bottom line: The author was an unnamed 

Jewish Jesus-follower who utilizes the Gospel 
of Mark extensively, writing in the late first 
century CE…

But there are some problems with seeing 
‘Matthew the Disciple’ as the author of the 

Gospel of Matthew…



• Majority of scholars put Matthew’s Gospel somewhere in 
the 75-100 CE range. The reasons for this include:
ØDating Mark around 70 CE
ØThe earliest allusions/citations of Matthew include 

Ignatius of Antioch (d. ca. 107 CE), The Didache (ca. 100-
150 CE), Polycarp (d. ca. 156 CE), and Justin Martyr 
(100-165 CE)

ØMatthew may be referring to the Destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 CE in 22:7 (Parable of the Marriage 
Feast): ‘The king was angry and sent his troops and 
destroyed those murders and burned the city.’

Date of Matthew’s Gospel



• Greek-speaking people familiar with the OT (the LXX) and 
possibly the Hebrew language (cf. Matt 27:46)

• People for whom OT prophecy and fulfillment is 
important

• People familiar with Jewish customs (cf. Matt 15:1-
20//Mark 7:1-23 [§115])

• Therefore, possibly Greek-speaking Jewish-Christians 
from outside of Palestine

• Possibly experiencing persecution by other Jews (cf. ‘their
synagogue’ in 12:9, 13:54, etc.) - ‘Blessed are you when 
people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account.’ (5:11)

• Based in Antioch (cf. Ignatius)?

Who were the first readers of Matthew?



What is the relationship between the 
Gospel ‘portraits’ of Jesus?

(Matthew’s literary sources)



Most important tool for Gospels study: 
A Gospel Synopsis

Kurt Aland



Kurt Aland, Synopsis of the Four Gospels



Burton H. Throckmorton, Gospel Parallels 
(5th ed.; Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1992)



Synoptics John
Begins with John the Baptist or birth and childhood
stories

Begins with creation; no birth or childhood stories

Jesus is baptized by John Baptism of Jesus presupposed but not mentioned

Jesus speaks in parables and aphorisms Jesus speaks in long, involved discourses

Jesus is a sage Jesus is a philosopher and mystic

Jesus is an exorcist Jesus performs no exorcisms

The Kingdom of God is the theme of Jesus’ teaching Jesus himself is the theme of his own teaching

Jesus has little to say about himself Jesus reflects extensively on his own mission and
person

Jesus espouses the causes of the poor and 
oppressed

Jesus has little or nothing to say about the poor and 
oppressed

The public ministry lasts one year The public ministry lasts three years

The temple incident is late The temple incident is early

Jesus eats last supper with his disciples Foot washing replaces last supper

*Adapted from Robert W. Funk et al., eds., The Five Gospels (New York: Macmillan, 1993), p. 11.

The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) vs. John: 
Two Portraits of Jesus*



Mark Q

JohnMatthew Luke

The “Synoptic Problem” and the Two-Document Hypothesis

?



Genealogy of Jesus (from Abraham) 1:2-17
Birth of Jesus (with focus on Joseph) 1:18-25
Visit of the Magi 2:1-12
Flight to Egypt 2:13-21
On Fulfilling the Law 5:17-20
The Antitheses 5:21-24, 

27-29, 
33-38, 43

On Practicing Piety 6:1-15, 
16-19

Pearls Before Swine 7:6
Coming Persecutions 10:21-23
Invitation to Rest 11:28-30
Parables: Weeds, Treasure, Pearl, Net 13:24-30, 

36-52
Peter Tries to Walk on Water 14:28-31

Blessing of Peter 16:17-19
Peter Pays the Temple Tax 17:24-27
Recovering of the Sinful Member 18:15-20
Peter Asks about Forgiveness 18:21-22
Parable of Unforgiving Servant 18:23-25
Parable of Laborers in Vineyard 20:1-16
Parable of Two Sons 21:28-32
Prohibition of Tithes 23:2-5, 7-12
Denunciations of Pharisees 23:15-22
Parable of the Bridesmaids 25:1-3
Description of Last Judgment 25:31-46
Death of Judas 27:3-10
Pilate Washes His Hands 27:24-25
Resuscitation of Saints 27:52-53
Guard at the Tomb 27:62-66; 

28:11-15
Great Commission 28:16-29

Material Unique to Matthew 
(Sondergut – ‘M’)



Matt 7:28-29 Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

•preceded by the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7) 
Matt 11:1 Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to 
teach and proclaim his message in their cities. 

•preceded by the mission directives to the twelve (Matt 10)
Matt 13:53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place. 

•preceded by the parables of the kingdom (Matt 13)
Matt 19:1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went to the region of 
Judea beyond the Jordan. 

•preceded by Jesus’ teaching on discipleship and discipline (Matt 18)
Matt 26:1-2 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, “You know 
that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be 
crucified.” 

•preceded by Jesus apocalyptic teachings (Matt 24-25)

‘The formula [when Jesus had finished saying…] acts not merely as a conclusion, but as a transition, pointing 
back to the completed speech and forward to the continuing narrative, relating Jesus’ words to his deeds and 
binding speech and narrative together’ (Eugene Boring, ‘The Gospel of Matthew,’ NIBC [Nashville: Abingdon, 
1994], 8:111).

Structures and Patterns in Matthew: 
Ending of the Five Major Discourses



An Alternating Pattern of Narrative and Discourse Material (cf. D. C. Allison)

Matt 1:1-4:25 (N) Introduction: the main character (Jesus) introduced (birth, 
baptism, temptation)

Matt 5:1-7:29 (D1) Jesus’ demands upon Israel (Sermon on the Mount)
Matt 8:1-9:34 (N) Jesus’ (10) deeds within and for Israel
Matt 9:35-11:1 (D2) Extension of ministry through words and deeds of others 

(Discourse on mission)
Matt 11:2-12:50 (N) Israel’s negative response
Matt 13:1-53 (D3) Explanation of Israel’s negative response (Teaching on the 

Kingdom of Heaven
Matt 13:54-17:21 (N) Establishment of the new people of God, the Church
Matt 17:22-19:1 (D4) Instructions to the Church
Matt 19:2-22:46 (N) Commencement of the passion, the beginning of the end
Matt 23:1-25:46 (D5) The future: judgment and salvation
Matt 26:1-28:20 (N) Conclusion: the passion and resurrection



Structures and Patterns:
Matthew’s Fondness for Doubling

• The Gerasene demoniac (Mark 5:1-20) becomes TWO 
Gadarene demoniacs (Matt 8:28-34)

• Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52) becomes two stories 
of two blind men healed (Matt 9:27-31; 20:29-34)

• Jesus’ saying on divorce is repeated twice (Matt 5:31-32; 
19:9; cf. Mark 10:1-12)

• Jesus enters Jerusalem riding TWO animals (Matt 21:1-9; 
cf. Mark 11:1-10)

• Two stories of religious leaders seeking a sign (Matt 
12:38-42; 16:1-4; cf. Mark 8:11-13)

• Two stories of religious leaders accusing Jesus of 
operating under the power of Beelzebul (Matt 9:32-34; 
12:22-24; cf. Mark 3:19b-22)



Matthew’s (Ironic) Jewish Orientation

• Synagogue – venue for Jesus’ teaching, healing, and controversy
Ø cf. ‘their synagogue’ (4:23; 9:35; 10:17; 12:9; 13:54)

• Temple’s destruction (70 AD) is understood (in part) as God’s judgement against the 
Temple leadership (21:10-46)

• Disparaging portrait of (Jewish) religious leaders
Ø Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes…often in opposition to Jesus
Ø A ‘lawyer’ ‘tests’ Jesus (22:34-40)
Ø Jairus ‘leader of the synagogue’ (Mark) becomes ‘leader’ (Matthew)
Ø Responsible for posting (and bribing) the guards at Jesus’ tomb (27:62-66; 28:11-

15)
Ø Negative portrayal of Jewish establishment (e.g., ‘brood of vipers’ [12:34; 23:33])

• Depiction of Gentiles
Ø (Ironically) people of great faith (Magi [2:1-12]; Centurion [8:10-12]; Canaanite 

Woman [15:21-28])
Ø (Ironically) Gentiles part of Jesus’ (and the disciples’) mission (12:17-21; 28:16-

20)
Ø But also traditional Jewish caricature of Gentiles generically as ‘outsiders’ (e.g., 

unrepentant church member is as a ‘Gentile and a tax collector’ [18:17])



A Developed Idea of ekkleœsia (‘church’)

• Matthew uses the term ekkleœsia 3x in his Gospel 
(compared to 0x in all the other Gospels); ekkleœsia = 
gathering, assembly, congregation (lit. ‘those called 
out’)

• Matt 16:17-18: ‘Blessed are you Simon of Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my ekkleœsia, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it.’

• Matt 18:17: ‘If another member [lit. “brother”] 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the ekkleœsia, and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the ekkleœsia, let 
such a one be to you as a Gentile and tax collector.’



‘Kingdom of Heaven’
• ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ = 32x Matt, 0x in Mark and Luke

• Often a substitute (and synonym) for Mark’s ‘Kingdom of 
God’

• ‘Kingdom’ language 3x more prevalent in Matthew than in 
Mark

• The Kingdom of Heaven:

Ø Is ‘at hand’ (3:2; 4:17; 10:7)

Ø Is growing and spreading (13:31-33)

Ø Impacts personal behavior (it’s ethical) (13:23)

Ø Is juxtaposed to ‘kingdom of Satan’ (12:26)

Ø Is rejected by Israel but brought to Gentiles (ch. 28)



Discipleship
• Disciples = ‘sons of the Kingdom’ (13:38)
• Disciples regularly address Jesus as ‘Lord’
• In Matthew, it’s the Twelve (cf. Mark and Luke)
• ‘the crowds’ (50x in Matt) are often ‘would-be’ or 

‘almost’ disciples…
• Note the focused presentation of Peter:

Ø Walking on the water (14:28-31)
Ø Jesus’ blessing of Peter at Caesarea Philippi (16:17-19)
Ø Peter’s payment of Temple tax with a coin from a fish 

(17:24-27)
Ø Peter’s question about forgiveness (18:21-22)
Ø Peter’s denial (26:69-75)



Matthew and the Old Testament

• Five-fold pattern of the Gospel (cf. the Pentateuch)
• Jesus as a fulfiller of nomos (Law, Torah) (cf. 5:17-18), a (re-) 

interpreter of nomos (e.g., 22:34-40)
• Jesus as a ‘New Moses’
• OT motif of mountain (Sermon on the Mount; 15:29; 17:1, 9; 24:3; 

28:16)
• Use of the Old Testament

Ø At least 60 explicit quotations from/allusions to the OT (at least 
2x as many as any other Gospel)

Ø Often cites from the Septuagint (LXX), but also seems to feel free 
to cite from elsewhere in the textual tradition

Ø Unique to Matthew: 10 Formula Quotations (‘This took place to 
fulfill the prophecy spoken by such-and-such: QUOTATION’) –
6/10 come from Isaiah; all function as ‘asides’ and interrupt 
Matthew’s narrative (see next slide…)



1. Matt 1:22-23: All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” (Isa 7:14)

2. Matt 2:14-15: Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”
(Hos 11:1)

3. Matt 2:17-18: Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing 
and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” (Jer 31:15)

4. Matt 2:23: There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be 
fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” (Isa 11:1 [cf. Judg 13:5, 16:17])

5. Matt 4:13-16: He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the 
sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles–the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in
the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” (Isa 8:23-9:1)

6. Matt 8:17: This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah, “He took our infirmities and bore our 
diseases.” (Isa 53:4)

7. Matt 12:17-21: This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “Here is my servant, whom I have chosen, 
my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.  He 
will not wrangle or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.  He will not break a bruised reed or quench a 
smoldering wick until he brings justice to victory.  And in his name the Gentiles will hope.” (Isa 42:1-4)

8. Matt 13:35: This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: “I will open my mouth to speak in parables; I will 
proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.” (Psa 78:2)

9. Matt 21:4-5: This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your 
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Isa 62:11, Zech 9:9)

10. Matt 27:9-10: Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of 
silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave 
them for the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me.” (Zech 11:13 [?] [cf. Jer 18:2, 32:7-9])

Old Testament Formula Quotations in Matthew



Overview of Matthew in Year A
(Advent through Easter)

• Advent: On the coming Son of Man (24:36-44); John the 
Baptist (3:1-12); Jesus and John the Baptist (11:2-11); 
Infancy (1:18-25)

• Christmas: Flight into Egypt (2:13-23)

• Epiphany: Epiphany (2:1-13); Baptism (3:13-17); First 
preaching in Galilee/Call of disciples (4:12-23); 
Beatitudes (5:1-12); Salt/Light/Law (5:13-20); Sayings 
on anger/adultery/divorce/swearing (5:21-37); 
Transfiguration (17:1-9)

• Lent: Sayings on almsgiving/prayer/treasures (6:1-6, 16-
21); Triumphal entry (21:1-11); Passion (26:14-27:66)

• Easter: Empty tomb (28:1-10)



Overview of Matthew in Year A
(after Pentecost through Christ the King)

Great Commission (28:16-20); Sending out of 12 (9:35-10:8); Call 
to fearless confession/division in households (10:24-39); 
Concluding words on discipleship (10:40-42); Saying on ‘this 
generation’/Jesus’ thanksgiving for his followers (11:16-19, 25-
30); Parable of sower (13:1-9, 18-23); Parables of mustard 
seed/yeast/other Kingdom parables (13:31-33, 44-52); Feeding 
5,000 (14:13-21); Canaanite woman (15:21-28); 1st passion 
prediction/Peter’s confession (16:13-20); Conditions of 
discipleship (16:21-28); Reproving a believer (18:15-20); Sayings 
on forgiveness/unmerciful servant (18:21-35); Parable of 
laborers in vineyard (20:1-16); Question about Jesus’ authority 
(21:23-32); Parable of wicked tenants (21:33-46); Parable of 
wedding banquet (22:1-14); Taxes to Caesar (22:15-22); Great 
Commandment/David’s son (22:34-46); Jesus denounces scribes 
and Pharisees (23:1-12); Parable of 10 bridesmaids (25:1-13); 
Parable of talents (25:14-30); Last judgement (25:31-46)



Suggestions for 2020 (Year A):

1. Focus on the stories (pericopes) that are unique to 
Matthew (and distinctly Matthean)

2. Pay attention to the ‘signs of the times’

3. Follow how Matthew develops his understanding of 
discipleship

4. Note how Matthew attacks hypocrisy and privilege

5. Remember that Matthew was written to the 
marginalized



Focus on the stories (pericopes) that are unique 
to Matthew (and distinctly Matthean)

• A good chunk of the RCL readings are unique to 
Matthew…

• In 2020, Year A allows us to three Sundays with readings 
from the Sermon on the Mount (4th-6th Sundays after the 
Epiphany), plus Ash Wednesday (6:1-6, 16-21)

• Cf. also the 14th-16th Sundays after Pentecost (18:15-20 
[Reproving another Believer]; 18:21-35 
[Forgiveness/Parable of Unmerciful Servant]; 20:1-16 
[Parable of Laborers in Vineyard])

• The Last Judgement (25:31-46) (Reign of Christ Sunday)



Matthew 25:31-46 (The Last Judgement)

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will 
put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at 
his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, 
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of 
you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.”



Pay attention to the ‘signs of the times’
• Matthew’s use of the OT seeks to remind his readers that the 

story he is telling is part of a larger story (‘this took place to 
fulfill what was spoken by the prophet…’)

• Matthew preserves the ‘signs of the times’ that he sees in Mark 
(e.g., voices from heaven at the Baptism and Transfiguration; 
stilling the storm; walking on the water, etc.)

• Note the cosmic/irregular/bizarre signs that (uniquely) 
accompany Matthew’s story telling:
Ø Dreams (Joseph, the Magi, Pilate’s wife)
Ø Star and the birth of Jesus (2:1-12)
Ø ‘sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven’ (24:30)
Ø Earthquake at the death of Jesus and the resurrected saints 

of Jerusalem (27:51-53)
Ø Earthquake that opens the tomb of Jesus (28:2)



Follow how Matthew develops his 
understanding of discipleship

• Discipleship is about leaving family and 
creating a new family (4:18-22; 10:21, 34-39)

• Pay particular attention the role that Peter 
plays in the Gospel

• The Walking on the Water (14:22-33 [§113]), 
noting the changes that Matthew makes to 
his source Mark…



Note how Matthew attacks 
hypocrisy and privilege

• Jesus’ temptation to power (#3) (4:8-9)
• SM: Beatitudes (5:3-12), Almsgiving/Prayer/Fasting/Treasurers 

(6:1-21)
• Jesus dining with tax collectors and ‘sinners’ (9:11)
• Ironic reversal (last/first, lose/to find – 10:39; 16:24-28; 20:16, 26-

27) (becoming like children – 18:1-7; 19:13-15)
• Jesus rejected in Nazareth (13:53-58)
• The rich young man (19:16-30)
• Jesus and the Sons of Zebedee (20:20-28 [§192])
• The Last Judgement (25:31-46)
• Political and religious leaders are corrupt (throughout)



Remember that Matthew 
was written to the marginalized

• Critique of privilege (see above)

• Again, a Jewish-Christian audience on the 
margins of mainstream, post-70 AD Judaism 
(‘their synagogues’)

• And again, the Beatitudes (5:3-12 [§19])















Collect for the Feast of Saint Matthew (21 September):

Almighty God,
who through your Son
called Matthew to be your apostle and evangelist,
free us from all greed and selfish love,
that we may follow in the steps of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.


