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Funeral Policy
Objectives:
· To provide a Christian funeral in the Anglican tradition to those who request this ministry from the Parish.
· To provide for the pastoral care of the bereaved at the time of the funeral.

Implementation:
These objectives will be achieved by the following practices:

· the Vicar or other clergy will meet with bereaved people to determine

what is the appropriate ministry St Margaret’s may offer.

· the Vicar or other clergy will conduct funerals in the parish church or at other suitable venues.

· the clergy fee associated with the ministry of funerals will be set by the Vicar, with the Parish Council as recommended by the Diocese of Melbourne.

· all or any fees may be waived at the Vicar’s discretion.

· other charges related to organist, verging duties, use of the church, hall, preparation and printing of orders of service, or other arrangements will be set by the Parish Council.
· the parish will give thanks for the life of the deceased person and pray for the bereaved at the regular Sunday services following the funeral.

Memorial Garden:

Interment in the Memorial Garden is at the discretion of the Vicar and Wardens. 

Ashes will be emptied from the container into the soil. No container to be buried. Further, ashes should not be scattered but deliberately interred into the earth. 

· No plaques or markers to be included.

· An entry will be made in the Memorial Book.

· Ashes may not be removed from the Memorial Garden.

· Fresh flowers may be left at any time. 

Schedule of fees as set by Parish Council as follows

Clergy
 


$300

Organist



$150
Use of the Church


$200
Verger



$100
Interment in Memorial Garden
$200
Flowers – at own cost
Order of Service


$ 50 max. 100 copies – Black and White only
(Note: because of GST implications a single rate of $750 will be asked for funerals, with the disbursement happening internal – this means it does not attract GST.)
Refreshments:

The Parish Hall can be booked and used for refreshments if it is available. Cost for hire of the hall for refreshments after a funeral is $250. Contact to be made to the Hall Manager and payment made separately. Catering is not available through the parish.
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