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Look at the banners. All through Easter we’ve been adding a banner a week, each in a colour of the rainbow. What’s missing? (Red for Pentecost, which is when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on the waiting disciples like tongues of flame.)
Each of the banners picks up on themes from the readings. Violet: Jesus meeting the disciples in the upper room and breathing on them the gift of the Spirit. Indigo: Jesus the Fish (ICTHUS) and the disciples catching 153 whoppers one morning, as well as the call to “fish for people”.  Blue: the triumphant Lamb of God spoken of in the Revelation reading, with the multitude of people wearing robes washed white in the blood of the Lamb (salvation), who is also the Good Shepherd. Green: the rainbow of God’s promises which herald a new heaven and a new earth. Yellow: the river of the water of God’s life flowing to all creation, and trees planted on either side. Today, orange: the stars which tell us God’s salvation is cosmic, and reminiscent of Jesus, sometimes called the bright Morning Star because he is the first to rise from death and in his resurrection is our own hope of new life. We will add our stars to his, because of this hope.
Breeana and I chose the rainbow as a symbol of hope uniting Easter season this year, and as a way of pointing to its themes of new life and light. Rainbows are fascinating meteorological phenomena, created by light refracting, reflecting, and dispersing through moisture in the atmosphere. We see the rainbow form when light hits the outmost surface of moisture droplets at a 42 degree angle, and the light is divided into different parts of the light spectrum which we perceive as colours because different wavelengths refract and exit at different angles from within the moisture droplets. We see them as an arc, but if you look from above a rainbow is actually circular. Rainbows remind us that the light we see around us isn’t white, but made up of many colours which together make light bright and white. If you take one band from the spectrum, the light changes and isn’t white. Though many, the light is one, completely one, a unity. The rainbow is a good symbol that tells us something about diversity and unity. The Easter banners together point to the great story of new life Jesus’ resurrection brings. And we’ll draw it together next week with red for Pentecost – the coming of the Spirit.
The gospel reading we heard a few moments ago is an excerpt from a prayer Jesus prays for his disciples. Gathered together in an upstairs room they share a supper and then he tells them he’s going from them. All the way through the conversation, Jesus has been telling his disciples to love one another, to abide in him as he abides in them, and he in the Father. His whole instruction has been about the disciples being united in love, purpose, and intention. United with Jesus, and through Jesus, with the life of God, and with one another. Now he actually prays fervently for this reality - that his disciples may be totally and completely one. The greek word used doesn't translated into English well. It comes from "telos", which means "the end, consummation", and means something like "whole, complete, unified", connoting something more intimate than a marriage. Whole, as a body is wholly itself - there's no question of the parts of the body coming together because they are all part of the same unified reality. That's what Jesus is praying for for his disciples: that they may have the relationship with him as parts of the body to each other, and relationship with each other in the same sense. Unity in diversity.
If the unity and diversity of Jesus' followers is going to "work" certain things are needed, and we learn about these in our other readings. In the second reading, the one who is Alpha and Omega - whose initials are inscribed on the paschal candle right here in our midst - invites all who are thirsty to "come". Similarly the Spirit and the bride - the church, Christ's body, are called to extend that invitation still further, to "come" to the waters. And so we do in baptism, as we welcome Hadley today. We’ve been united in baptism with Jesus’ own life, and because he is endlessly self-giving, so we too extend his invitation to others. 
I love, that in the story of Paul and Silas we heard in the first reading, it's their powerful singing about freedom and salvation which brings them freedom and invites others to share it. They were singing and praying all through the night, loud enough that the whole prison could hear them - and maybe join in. Whatever they were praying and singing in their worship had enough of an impact that the prison doors burst open. That, and, it was something the gaoler wanted a part of, he and his whole family got caught up in it. It's in this context that he asks what he has to do to be "saved". He sees the power of God at work in the lives of Paul and Silas, and wants what they've got: the joy and peace and praise and love which overflow in their lives, in spite of - or because of? - their physical imprisonment. That joy and peace and praise and love which overflow even in the midst of their suffering is transformative of those around them [– that’s what salvation is, or in other words “believing on the Lord Jesus Christ”. To believe in Jesus is to share organic life with him, to live and breathe in and with his Spirit, and for that Spirit to breathe in and through our lives. It’s to trust him. In the baptism promises Hadley’s sponsors will make shortly, it’s about looking to Jesus, following in his footsteps, learning from him – turning to Christ, repenting of the brokenness in which we are caught up, rejecting all that is false and unjust and evil. And we never do this on our own. We are all in this together.] 

What we can take from this is that worship is something which binds us together as one, like the colours of the rainbow - and in the eucharist, that supreme act of thanksgiving and worship of God, this is what happens: the many become one, and the one becomes many. But that's not the end of the story. In fact, it's the beginning of the story. Because that same joy of worship, that same act of thanksgiving, taking blessing breaking and giving should be what fills our entire lives to overflowing, which makes people ask us "What's the deal?" We have good news to share. We have joy and hope in the resurrection that death is not the end of the story. We have joy and hope in Jesus' risen transformative presence among us. We have a message of peace to share with the world, and a prophecy of freedom from oppression to proclaim. Like Paul and Silas, this is the reality we are called to live as the baptised people of God. Those for whom Jesus prayed that night before he died, that we may be completely one, caught up in the flow of God’s life which is present in Jesus and which is characterized by love.
Pentecost is next week, when we remember the Holy Spirit's first coming upon the disciples as tongues of fire. This week we pray especially for the gift of the Spirit to fall on us again and give us the gifts we need to live as God's beloved children. Let's pray that Jesus' prayer for unity might be answered in our midst, that we may act together as one body and not as separate parts who happen to jumble themselves together. That together we may be the multi-coloured white light of Christ in the world for others. Let's pray that hearts that are full of the worship of God, of the joy of being in God's presence, may run as a current of the water of the river of life through us into the lives of others. Let's pray that God in giving us grace and unity in love, may also give us the courage to make a stand for freedom wherever there is oppression and injustice. And let's pray that God's song will sing in our hearts so that others ask us, "What's the deal? How can I have what you've got?" [And we pray for Hadley as she too is drawn into the light and life of the Risen One.]
Christ is risen, alleluia. He is risen indeed, alleluia. 
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